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8231 - Putting the Mus-haf on the stomach of the deceased – and is there a

set time limit for offering condolences?

the question

What is the ruling on reading Qur’aan over the deceased and placing the Mus-haf on his stomach?

Are there specific days for offering condolences, as they say that it is for only three days (after the

death)? I hope that you can advise us, may Allaah reward you with good.

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

There is no saheeh basis for reciting Qur’aan over the deceased or over the grave. That is not

prescribed, and is in fact bid’ah. The same applies to putting the Mus-haf on the stomach of the

deceased – there is no basis for doing so and it is not prescribed. Rather the scholars advised

placing a piece of iron or a heavy object on the stomach after death so that it will not swell up.

 With regard to offering condolences, there are no set days for doing so. It is prescribed from the

time that the soul leaves the body, before the funeral prayer and afterwards. There is no time limit

set for that in sharee’ah. Condolences may be offered at night or during the day, in the home, on

the street, in the mosque, in the graveyard or anywhere else.

 And Allaah is the Source of strength.
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