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379101 - Is it permissible to wear the mask instead of the niqab?

the question

I want to know the ruling on women replacing the niqab with the mask, because this thing has

become widespread among women, even among those who used to wear niqab. And it is Allah

Whose help we seek.

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

The woman is obliged to cover her face and hands in front of non-mahram men, because there is a

great deal of evidence to that effect, including the verse (interpretation of the meaning):

{O Prophet, tell your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers to bring down over

themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is more suitable that they will be known and not

be abused. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful} [al-Ahzaab 33:59].

It was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas and others that only a woman’s eyes, or one eye, is allowed to be

visible.

It says in Nayl al-Ma’aarib Sharh Daleel at-Taalib (1/125): With regard to the adult, free woman,

her entire body is ‘awrah in prayer, even her nails and her hair, except her face.

The face and hands of the adult, free woman are ‘awrah outside of prayer with regard to looking,

as is the case with the rest of her body. End quote.

See also the answers to questions no. 11774  and 21536 .

The mask is not sufficient to cover the face, even though it is better than leaving the face

uncovered, and it may be a way out for one whose family do not let her wear niqab, or whose
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country does not allow her to wear niqab.

But in the case of one who is able to cover her face, the mask does not cover all of the face, so she

is not doing what is required, and is sinning thereby.

And Allah knows best.


