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36410 - He bought a car by installments from the bank, then he sold it so

that he could use the money to get married

the question

I am a young man and I would to complete half of my religion by getting married. I proposed to a

girl but there are a lot of expenses involved in getting married, namely the mahr etc. I cannot

afford all that, so one of the brothers told me that the banks have a system called muraabahah

(purchase scheme). So I went there and the bank official told me that I should go to one of the car

showrooms (he did not specify which one) and choose a car, and the bank will buy it and sell it to

me, in return for taking a profit of 40,741 riyals on an original price of 95,000 riyals, over a period

of 6.5 years. I do not have any other option because my father is deeply in debt. I tried to borrow

the money from anyone who would give it without demanding interest, but I could not find anyone

except one of the banks. Any other method of raising the money without any kind of buying or

selling (i.e., money for money), is regarded as blatant riba (usury). I want to get married, and I fear

temptation for myself. Please advise us, may Allaah reward you.

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

This transaction that you want to engage in includes two things: 

1 – Buying a car through the bank. This is not permissible unless two conditions are met: 

(i)That the car should be owned by the bank. So the bank should buy the car for itself from the

showroom, before selling it to you.

(ii)That the bank should take possession of the car by moving it physically from the showroom

before selling it to you.

If both or either of these two conditions are not met, then the transaction is haraam. See question
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no. 36408. 

2 – Selling this car which has only been bought for this purpose, namely obtaining money. This is

what is called tawarruq or buying and selling in order to obtain wariq, i.e., silver. 

This is permissible according to the majority of scholars, subject to the condition that the car be

sold to someone other than the person from whom you bought it. 

It says in Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah (13/161): 

We hope that you can advise us about the issue of tuwarruq and tell us what the ruling is on that. 

The Committee replied: 

Tuwarruq means buying a product and deferring the payment, then selling it for payment on the

spot to someone other than the person from whom you bought it for a deferred payment, in order

to benefit from its price. There is nothing wrong with this transaction according to the majority of

scholars. 

End quote. 

See also question no. 45042. 

If the two conditions outlined above are met, there is no sin on you in sha Allaah. 

And we ask Allaah to help you and guide you. 

And Allaah knows best.
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