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14220 - Internet competitions

the question

What is the ruling on taking part in competitions held on the internet, where the winner may get a
prize or money amounting to thousands of dollars, noting that the people who enter the
competition will either gain something or at least will be safe and sound, and that no one will lose

anything?

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

There is nothing wrong with taking part in competitions held on the internet or elsewhere, if the
entrants will not lose anything and they will either be safe and sound or will win something,
because that does not involve gambling. Gambling means that the person does not know whether
he will gain something or lose something. But this is subject to the condition that the competitions
are not contaminated with haraam things, such as questions about permissive things or songs, or
other things that are forbidden in and of themselves. Then they would be forbidden for this reason,

not because they involve gambling. And Allaah knows best.
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